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SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT

MASTER PLAN

REVISION

This report is submitted by the Council Master Plan· subcommittee

/

for consideration.

The majority of the text of the Master Plan for the Borough of

North Plainfield i~, in essence, done property and in need only of updating

as far as the new census figures are concerned and incorporating completed

plans· that were only concepts when the MasterPlan was completed in 1976.

The subcommittee would like to outline suggested areas of

consideration:

1. Parking

a. Business District

\.1. Behind Existing Stores owned by businesses that could

possibly be leased & developed by the Parking Authority.

2. Buildings and/or land available for sale: eg 33.9 Somerset

Street, Chatham Street.

b. Schools

1. Parking problems at North .Plainfield High School, Krausche

Field and Elementary Schools should be fully studied and

I discussed with··the Board of Education.

2. Townhouse Zone - Reconnnendation.

a. Idea of townhouse zone excellent as it creates "affordable,

housing" and accomodates a large segment of North Plainfield

dwellers.



b. Present Townhouse Zone should be eliminated as it abuts a

designated Historic District.

1. Historic Review Committee should recommend areas of changes

or additions.

2. Historic District is viable "as is" and should be developed

along these lines.

3. A new Townhouse Zone should be included in the Master Plan 

The apartment complex area North of Route 22 as it is naturally

evolving there and given current economy, it is the only area

that realistically lends itself to condominium conversion.

3. Community 'Facilities Plan

A. Firehouse/Station

1. If removed from the Borough complex, it would free up Borough

Hall problems substantially.

2. The present firehouse is not made for modern equipment.

3. Ideal location would be on a "short block" that allows Bay

doors at both front and rear for maximum efficiency.

a. Eg:

b. Eg:

c. Eg:

Somerset School property if available.

339 Somerset Street if available.

Two houses next to Rescue Squad if they should

become available.

B. Bus Depot

1. Mass Transit must be considered in the Master Plan as energy

conservation and air quality have an important impact on the

community.
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2. The Zoning Officer and Borough Engineer should be asked for a

recommendation as to areas of placement both North and South

of Route 22.

C. Borough Garage

1. Michael Armm submitted the following report to the subcommittee

concerning the Borough Garage Facility.

4. Traffic Flow

A. North/South control

1. Suggestions for Traffic Control.

Although the need for collector streets is recognized, it appears

that the collecting done for Route 22, Mountain Avenue and

Greenbrook Road is done for the benefit of Plainfield, rather than

North Plainfield.

2. It is recommended that some changes be made to have adequate

regulation of traffic going in a North/South direction in the

Borough as the traffic flow has increased.

a. Change the direction of the stop signs at the intersection

of Norwood and Manning Avenue.

b. Change the direction of the stop signs at the intersection

of Westervelt and Grandview Avenues.

c. Place a new stop sign at the intersection of Farragut Road

and Farragut Place.

3. Grove Street, West End Avenue, Clinton Avenue, Warfield Road and

Rockview Avenue are also in need of further control.

4. No reasonable solution is apparent to solve the problem on these

streets but the committee feels the Planning Board should address

the areas.

Report submitted by W. L. Miller, Councilman.
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North Plainfield Department of Public Works

Master Plan Report for Division of Municipal Facilities

The municipal garage is located on a 0.35 acre lot (Lot 11,
Block 103). This area houses some 12 vehicles, a garage
building, a bulk material bin, and an accessory storage building.
The yard area is used to store snow plows, barracades, manhole
and inlet castings, and several pieces of equipment including
motor vehicles.

The garage building has five equipment bays, one of which
now houses a lunch room. The building also contains an office, a
lavatory, and a loft storage area. The lockers supplied for the
employees are housed in the rear of one of the equipment bays.
The accessory building has no lights or electrical outlets. The
material bin has a capacity of approximately 60 tons for rock
salt s.torage.

The yard area is marked by a steep change in grade due to a
stream culkvert which passes through the yard. This results in
the loss of this area for practical use~

Parking is more than a problem for just our Borough vehicles.
The Municipal employees who work out of this facility must park
on land owned by the County garage or on the street.

It is evident that there is a great need for additional
space at the Municipal Garage. The present location is probably
the most feasible location for future expanded facilities. It is
a central location which borders on both business and residental
use. Aquisition of the neighboring County parcel would be ideal
if the County should relocate their operation. There has been
discussion that the county may look for a more central location
for their facility (it serves part of Bridgewater, Warren,
Greenbrook, Watchung, and North Plainfield). This parcel is
already in use as a public works garage and would need little or
no adaptation for our use.

There are also two neighboring lots owned by the Volvo auto
dealership on Somerset Street. The dealership has offered them
for sale to the Borough in the past.

The construction of the lunch room has resulted in the loss
of an equipment bay indoors. Additionally there is a need for
improved sanitary facilities and locker area. There is presently
one sink and one toilet stall for 16 personel. Considering that
the staff is given 10 minutes to wash prior to lunch and
affternoon dismissal, this creates a great problem.

In conclusion, the garage facility should be kept at the
present location. Expansion of yard area and building size would
be most beneficial to the operation.
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5 April 82Traffic Safety
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07060

Traffic survey conducted on Watchung Ave. at the Rt.22 Overpass, between

Rt.22 west and Johnston Dr.

Between the hours of 7:00 & 9:00 A.M., Monday to Friday the heavy flow of

north bound traffic from Rt.22 onto Watchung Ave. conflicts with the people

intending to go north from the overpass. Since the traffic from the overpass

must yield to the north bound traffic on Watchung Ave. vehicles back up from

Watchung Ave. across the overpass, to Somerset St. and Watchung Ave. on fue

south side of the highway.

These conflicts can be greatly reduced by prohibiting parking on the west

side of Watchung Ave. permanently, between Rt.22 and Johnston Dr. Prohibit

parking on the east side of Watchung Ave. Between Rt.22 and Johnston Dr.

between the hours of 7:00 & 9:00 A.M. Monday to Friday.

Move the center line of Watchung Ave. closer to the westerly curb of the street.

By doing this one ll~ foot lane for traffic going south, and two lanes going

north, one 12 feet and the other ll~ feet wide.

Place signs on Rt.22 telling north bound traffic they must use the right lane.

Place signs on the overpass telling those drivers intending to go north they

must use the left lane.

Direction arrows could be painted on the roadway to assist the drivers to the proper

lanes.

Respectfully submitted,

~;ro~
Ptlm. Frank N. D'Amore
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5 April 82Traffic Safety
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Traffic survey conducted on Somerset St. at the Rt.22 Overpass, south side of

Rt.22.

Prohlem:

From Monday to Friday be~ween the hours of 4:00 and 7:00 P.M. the traffic

exiting the overpass to go south and the traffic exiting Rt.22to go south

are in constant conflict. This conflict causes traffic in the left turn lane

of the overpass to back up. The sharp increase in the volume of traffic during

these hours is due primarily to people that use this route to commute to their

homes from work.

The speed of these vehicles has not been a problem since the number of vehicles

in the area serves as a speed control device. The number of accidents in this

area is minimal. The only problem seems to be the inconvenience to the drivers

during the peak hours.

Solution:

Move the center line of Somerset St., between Rt.22 and Regent St. closer to

, the easterly curb of the street. This would make it possible to create one 12~

foot lane for traffic traveling north, and 2 lanes going south one 13 feet and

one 12\" feet.

Prohibit parking on the westside of Somerset St. between the hours of 4: 00 &

7:00 P.M. Monday to Friday.

Place signs on Rt.22 and on Somerset telling south bound traffic they must use

the right lane.

Place signs on the overpass telling south bound traffic they must use the left

lane.
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Traffic Safety 5 April 82

Traffic survey conducted on Somerset St. at the Rt.22 Overpass, south side

of Rt.22.

Left turns would be prohibited onto Coddington Ave. for south bound traffic.

Left turns would be prohibited onto Howard St. for north bound traffic.

These changes would reduce the number of vehicle confliccs and that would

reduce the delays that people are experiencing during the peak hours.

Respectfully submitted,

~~-lJjd
Traffic Safety Officer.



"7 ••,.,' f
W

,.'t=_...~ 2._2_4_' -----j~~'

-------->-

'2..'1 u
.-::.

.. 2::J1'

-------->=---

D



Peggy Everett

I'laster Plan Hevisions -' hass 'fransportation

In the area of mass transportation, the Borough should address
the need for expanded service, both within the Borough itself and
into the DOl"oughfrom outlying areas.

'J~hearea north of Houte 22 presently is not included in any
bus route servieed by Plainfield ':f.lransit on a re(~ular basis. 1m
effort has been made to incorporate this predominantly apartment
section into an already existine route, but NJ ~ransit has not
a!Jprovec1 it. vIi th the grOl·rine;m.unoer of school children and sellioil
ci tizens in this area, incre8.8ed bus sel"vice is needed to enable
these ref3id8nts to get d01'mtov111to North Plainfield, Plaini'ield,
our schools, and the rest of the community south the Route 22.
These citizens are a viable part of our community and should
have some form of mass tranSIJOrta.tion available to them. ~lith
a fJubstantilh.::hsubstantial number of one and tHO family homes
plus 2100 garden apartments in this section, the problem of
mass transportation accesssibility is a ma~or one.

;l'he Borough also has a significant bus serv:1.cing problem in
the East End of tm·m. I.Jith Plainfield Transit servicing the
dO'fmtOl,mcorridor and iiJest End, and Somerset Bus servicing the
East End, there is no interconnecting of the two transit systenls.
There should be some Hay of getting from one end of to'\tm to the
other N'ithout having. to change bus companies and 1rlalk sevei'al
blocks in between. A route should be established to service the
entire len!T,th of the Borough.

There is a need for the construction of a Bus Depot on both
the eastbound and 'VTestb!)lmdlane of Route 22.
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B. Traffic lights at Greenbrook Road & Somerset Street, inadequate.

c. Traffic lights at Route 22 & West End Avenue should be delayed to

aid traffic problems.

D. Uncontrolled intersections should be investigated.

E. One Way Streets

1. Merchants opinion.

2. Will it create more parking?

3. Wo-q.ldit create a "funnel roadway system" between Plainfield

and Route 22?

4. Wquld it create "a "speedway?"

5. Would it aid redevelopment of downtown area?

6. Subcommittee Recommendation:

a. Implementation of a one-way system on Somerset Street

would create more traffic problems than presently exist

which would in turn necessitate additional police in the

area.

b. It is our central business district and as such should be

treated as an entity unto itself and not an access Route

from Plainfield to Route 22.

c. A one way system would create an inner-city atmosphere.

d. Merchants are against this change.

e. Making Watchung Avenue one way will greatly increase

traffic thereby creating an atmosphere unwanted by all

the residents of that particular street.

f. One way street planning should be removed from the Master

Plan.

F. Somerset Street Overpass

G. Mass Transportation
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5. Recommendation for Additions to Master Plan

a. Senior Citizen Housing

1. Alternatives for several sites.

b. North side of Route 22

1. Parks

2. Mass Transportation

3. Traffic Flow

c. Comprehensive Flood Control Plan

1. Aurnhannner report

2. Borough Engineer reconnnendations

d. Municipal Pool/Recreation Facilities

1. Chatham Street

2. Washington Avenue

3. Greenbrook Road - Greenhouse area adjacent to Green Acres 

if available

a. Councilman Miller did not agree with this use but

agreed the Borough should aquire the land if it becomes

available.

e. More definitive reconnnendation for

1. Chatham Street

2. All areas covered by small cities application

3. Senior Citizen Site if not used for Senior Citizen Housing

f. Bridge Renovation/Removal

1. County Timetable should be included.



All the ideas and recommendations were arrived at by the full

subcommittee and are now presented as input for the Planning Board to

consider. Additional ideas and input is welcome from Council Members and

will be added to this report as an addendum.

Respectfully submitted,

Barbara Kantor - Chair

Bill Miller

Rose C. McConnell

Special thanks to Councilwoman Peggy Everett and Public Works Superintendent

Michael Armm who attended every meeting of the Subcommittee and who's efforts

helped formulate this report.


