
Bureau of Inland Regulation, NJ DEP
Attn: Richard Reilly, Bureau Chief:
P.O.Box402
401 East State Street, 7th Floor
Trenton NJ 08625-0402

DATE:

RE: Villa Maria Property, Block 110, Lot 2
641 Somerset Street
North Plainfield, Somerset County
Property Owner's Application for a Letter of Interpretation

Dear Mr. Reilly:

I am a concerned resident of North Plainfield, and I write to urge the NJ Department of Environmental
Protection to prohibit destructive residential or commercial development on the Villa Maria property.

Recently, Robert McNerney & Associates of Glen Rock, NJ purchased that parcel of land and applied to
the NJDEP Division of Land Use for an extension on his application for a Letter of Interpretation (La!.)

The Villa Maria property (approximately 15 acres) is the last parcel of open space in our town, which is
about 3 square miles in area, and has the highest population density of all Somerset County municipalities
- more than 7,000 people per square mile.

Villa Maria is located on a floodplain, as identified in the U.S. Geological Survey's Topographic Map and
the Engineering Soil Survey ofNJ Soils Map, at page 19 and 20 of the 1974 Master Plan, copies attached
hereto, with the Villa Maria parcel identified with an arrow. (Section I of the Master Plan is online at
http://communityrights.files.wordpress.com/2007112/np-database0002.pdf . Other Master Plan documents
are online at http://communityrights.wordpress.com/document-Iibrary/)

The text of the 1974 Master Plan stated:

Although North Plainfield is almost totally developed. J:hephysical characteristics of the Borough
are important considerations in the planning program. Unfortunately, many municipalities,
including North Plainfield, face problems today because many environmental characteristics were
ignored ..

The surface topography of North Plainfield is relatively flat ..While the flat relief of North
Plainfield has created little problem for building construction, it has produced serious drainage
problems. The entire Borough drains into Green Brook, either directly or by way of Stony Brook.
Areas along both drainage courses are subject to flooding and these areas include many
developed properties. This flooding situation has been aggravated by increased runoff from new
development in recent years, not only from growth in North Plainfield, but also from
development upstream in adjoining municipalities. ..

These topographic and soil conditions have not changed, although development upstream has increased
and official municipal efforts to prevent further flood-prone development have been negligible. Flooding
has continues to be a serious problem both for North Plainfield and for downstream communities within
the Green Brook Flood Control Project area.




