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The Borough continued to progress in 2007, moving ahead on projects that were
started and commissioning many new projects and activities, receiving many grants and

even some awards.

The Police Department was pleased to learn that Chief Parenti was selected for
the 2007 Leadership Award, given by the National Latino Peace Officers Association.
Chief Parenti was selected for his excellence in law enforcement leadership. During his
tenure in North Plainfield, Chief Parenti has strived to bridge the gap between law
enforcement and the immigrant population. In regard to community policing, he has
supported multiple bilingual outreach programs, targeting the immigrant population in
which over 900 participants have been taught the legal, cultural and social aspects of life
in the United States.

While protecting our residents is foremost, our department is highly involved in
building a better community. They are active with our youth through DARE, GREAT
and STEP (Summer Teen Evening Program). They again held their annual National
Night Out. They participate in school activities, teaching courses, doing finger printing,
attending functions. Congratulations go to Detective Eric Fowler and Detective Alex
Kuga, both members of the Municipal Alliance Committee (MAC) and Youth Services
Commission (YSC) for their tireless efforts to improve the lives of children who are at

risk.

In 2007, the Attorney General mandated each Police Department train in a
program called “Active Shooter in Schools”. The NPPD was one of the first to institute
this training back in 2004 and continues this training today. North Plainfield is unique in
conducting the exercises as a team consisting of the Police Department, the Board of

Education, the Fire Department and the Department of Public Works.



Enforcement continues to rise and in 2007, 2000 more summons were issued.

This figure has doubled since Chief Parenti has taken office.

The Police Department continued it’s partnership with the Somerset County Gang
and Narcotics Task Force. Together they monitored several loosely formed gangs. The
unit accounted for approximately forty arrests for a Controlled Dangerous Substance
(CDS) in the Borough with several of them being known gang members. Ten of these
were for distribution of CDS. Some of these were for purchases made by undercover
detectives and others for arrests in which large quantities of CDS, the method of
packaging, and large amounts of cash allowed the Prosecutor to pursue the distribution
charges. Patrols added another two dozen arrests for possession of CDS and six for arrest

on warrant.

Our Police Dept. has certainly served the community this year while even
securing $209,000 in grant money. Thank you, Chief Parenti and the members of your
fine Department.

Our Fire Department continues to serve our Borough. This year they answered
1,732 calls; 882 were fire calls with 85 being actual fires; 850 calls were for EMS. This
number is down from last year because we are no longer providing EMS to Green Brook.

Our overall EMS billing netted us $90,000 in revenue in 2007.

The Fire Department received a SHARE grant last March for $70,000. They have
been collecting data and holding meetings in the hope of coming up with a shared service
agreement with Watchung and Green Brook. The final report for this feasibility study

should be done in January or early February.

Our Fire Department continues to be active in the community providing our
senior citizens with blood pressure checks, planning and participating in Health and
Safety Day and as always, teaching fire prevention in our schools. In addition to all these
activities our department volunteered again to host the annual St. Baldrick’s Day
fundraiser for the National Childhood Cancer Foundation. In 2007 this fundraiser raised
$67,000 for childhood cancer.

As noted previously, a number of serious fires occurred. The most notable being

the Mountain Avenue fire, where Captain Smith, while off duty, risked his life to save
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