22-31¢ SIGNS

22.119.0 DEIFIN:

8. SIGN:

Hr.:—.».

TIONS:

ECONOMIC RESTRUCTURING COMMITTEE -
MaArN STREET SIGN CODE RECOMMENDATIONS

c2-11¢

SICNS.

Any structure or par: therecf or device atachec thereio or painted or representec thereon,

Cispiays or incluces any .etler, word, model, banner, flag, pennant,

insigria, device or



representation used as, or which is in the nature of an announcement, direction or advertisement,
or for the purpose of bringing the subject thereof to the attention of others. for the pu-pose of
this ordinance the word "sign" includes "billboards".

b. ADVERTISING SIGN: A sign which directs attention to a business, commodity, service, or establish-
ment corducted, sold or offered elsewhere than upon the premises.

c. BUSINISS SiGN: A sigr which directs attention to a business o prefession conducted on the pren-
ises. A "for sale" sign or "to rent” sign relating to the properly on which it is displayed sha'l
be deemed a business sign.

c. SIGN, ARZA OF: Tne area inciuded within the edge of the sign. Where the sign has no such frame or
ecze, the area sha.. be defined by ar enciosed four-sided (straigrt lines) geomelric shape which

most ciosely out.ines sa2id sign,

2I.%76.° SIGN PERM!TS. Nc sigr shail be constructed or displayed unless a construction permit shall have

€i-5% bee~ obtaines from the Clonstructicn CTfficial.

22.°%'6.2 PRIHIBITED SIGNS. The following types of signs are prohibited everywhere, whether illuminated or
‘not, subiect to the exzeptior set forth in subparag-aph f. of this subsection.

2. Any illuminatec or neon sign ecuipped with re¢ or green lignts, if located within two hundreg
(20C') o¢ a traffic light.

B. Ary sigr which biinks on ang cff or centains moving Lights or which is otherwise illuminmated

o~ an intermittent basis.

c. Any sign visible from the public right-cf-way using the work "Stop” or "Go" that may affect the
flow of traffic.

d. Any freestancing or ground sig~ within an area boundec by the intersection of street righi-of-way
lines anc peints trirty (30') from such inte-section measured along the street right-of-way lines.

e. Any advertisement upcn any pubiic preopetty suth as sidewalks, hydrants, fences, trees or utility

pcies or struttures.

f. trung Signs and Wind Blown Devices, such as tempcrary banners spanning public streets or
other tempcrary signs, banners, pennants, spinners, streamers and/or flags, shall be prohibited
urless specifically permittec by authority of the Zoning Officer. Such permits are not to be
issued for more than~ thirty (30) days per calendar year at any one (1) location.

9. Rocf Signs, meaning a sigm erected, constructted, painted, or maintained con or above the
roct of 8 builcing, inciucing a~y sign the tor of which extends above the rocf Line of 8 Duilding

tC which it s attached.

h., Off-Premises Agvertising Sig~ (or ob.ezt), meaning a sign or billboard on which adve-tisemen:
is cisplayed, which dgirects sitention to a business, commodity, service or entertainment
concuctec, sold, or offerec eisewtere thar on the premises upon which the sign is locatec,

i. Movable Signs, meaning a pertiable ground sign with acvertisement on either or both sides or pan-
els. Either fixed or swinging, the sign is attachec to anc supported on standards permitting
1ranspoTt te any part of the premises. This section alsc apclies to any other object imtended to
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b.

€.

attract attention to a commercial venture whether it has written letters, logos or graphics inc!uded.

ALl billboards, signboards, sandwich boards, signs on trailers or wheels, or advertising signs or
evices of whatever nature not expressly related to the business being conducted on the premises,

Q

r otherwise specifically permitted by this ordinance.
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NCT meme than one (1) rea! estate sign advising that the premise or premises are for sale, renta!
or lease shali be permitted. No sigrn sha!l be displayecd that the premise or premises have been
3 centec o- leasec. Such signs shall be distant a2 least twenty-five (25') from any curd line
and in rear twenty-five (25%) of the front yard setback, or unless attached to a portion of build-
ing that may be nearer to the street line, Such signs shail not in any case display more than
twenty (20) square feet of surface on plots of new one (1), two (2) or multi-family developmen:s.
Or existing structures or lcots such signs shall not in any case display more than four (4) square

feet of surface.

One (%) announcement sign, not exceeding cne (1) sguare foot in area, except that announcement
signs in resicence zones shall not identify business, professional or similar commercial activi-

ties or establishments.

A single sign identifying contractors, builders or tradesmen engaged im construction or alteration
of buildings may be permitted to have an area of not more than six (6) square feet until building

construction or slteration has been completed.

Signs identifyinmg uses suzh as the following: public buildings, schools, churches, hospitals,
clinics, proviges the same shall not wxceed twelve (12) square feet in area.

REGULATIONS APF_JCAS.E 72 ALL SIGNS,
Nc person may affix anmy sign in any public place without the approva!l of the Zoning Official,

kKo temporary sign or banne- may be a¢fixed tc ary tree or utility pole without the approva! of the
Zoring Qéficer,

NG §ign may cortain mecre than 10 items of informztion,

All signs must comoly with all apclicable provisions of the Uniform Construction Coce, particular

ly, but nct exciusiveiy, the Electrical Subccde, in accorcance wiih which atl lighting cevices

must be instalied anc mairtainec.

Nc floodlight, flexible gooseneck fixture or ba~e light bulb used with any sign shall be posi
tioned in  such a manne- so as 0 shine ontec a~ acicining property of into the eyes of & passing

peaesirian or moctorist.
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No sign may be attached in any form or matter which will interfere with any opening regquired for

ventilation or with any architectural detail.

No sign, including any supporting structures, may be attached in any manner to o fire escape.
N2 sign may be placed or located so as to obstruct the view of oncoming traffic.

Each sign must be maintained to ensure its good tondition and appearance.

cn

In B, B1 anc B2 Business Districts, a sign mus® be positioned in the natura! architectural s'gn

banc o 2 buiicing facace.

Ir 8, B! anc 22 Business Sistricts, signs must not emcloy letters, numbers or symbols exceeding 8

inches 1n height.

In Residentia. Cistricts, signs must nct empioy letters, numbers or symbcls exceecding & inches in
height.

Nc sign may consist ¢f mere than four colors imcluding the background color.

Any light bcx sign, lit awning or canopy, is subject to the following additional limitations:

1. Rec and green lights, tubes and colors are pronibited if located within two hundred (200')

feet of a traffic light.
2. Only the letters, logs and symbcis mey be illuminatecd.
3. An opeque background mus: set off the illuminated sectionms,

4L, The ietters, loscs and symbcls mey take up 2 meximo of 60X of the sign area, leaving at least

4C% opazue.
5. Illlumingtes letzering must noct exceec 8 inches in height.
Ary neon sign is subject to the following additional limitations:

1. Recd and green tubing is prohibited if located within two hundred (200') feet of s tra‘fic

tight.
2. At mest, three colots may be usec.
3. A neodr sig~ may On.y be used 85 & window Sigr.
<. Neorn lefters shall be nc more than 8 inmches in height,

5. Logc type signs of larger size shall be permitted, subject to review and approval of the
Des‘gn Review [ommittee (Section 22-123.5).

6. Neon borders are permissible within five (5") cf window frame edges.
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p. Miniature string lights used to accentuate live trees or shrubbery are strings of miniature elec-
trical bulbs used to highlight trees or shrubs for asesthetic effect,

1. Strings must be fed from a concealed electrical source in accordance with the Electrizal Sub-
coce.

2. Electrical connections are to be run in such a way as to not be generally accessible to pedes-
trians nor to present an attractive nuisance to pedestrians.

3. The only permissazie color of miniature buibs is clear (white), However, colored ligrss may b
displayed in the time period from November 20 through January 10, provided the restrictions in
Section 22-119.2 are compilied with,

4. Instailations may be permament o~ seasonal; however, wher or if the display is mo lomger usez,

the instaiiaticn must be comoiete'y removed,

5. Nc miniature string lights may be installed on trees or shrubbe~y without the approval c¢f the
Zoming Officiel

-119.5 R TC SIGNS WITHIN THE B, B-1 and B-2 BUSINESS DISTRICTS:

ONS APPLICA
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In adcition to restricticns elsewhere in this ordinance, any sign within the B, B8-1 and B-2 Busi-

ness Districts must comply with the following regulations:
a. Regulations Governing Wail Signs:

1. A wa!l sign means a sign painted on or attached to an exterior surface of a building, no part
of which extends more than ten (10") inches from the surface of the building.

2. A wall sign must n2t extees a vertical dimension of two (2') and must be hung not less than
two (2') feet beiom the sezond Story window silln

3. A wall sign must not be erected or any wall of a building unless such wall fronts on ang is
immeciately adiacent tc a public street, public parking lot, or parking leot servicing the
buitding on which it is placed. 1f a building has a storefront with two (2) frortages, e.g. 2
corner store, a sign is permitted on each fronmtage.

4. A wall sign must not extend beyond the end of the wall surface on which it is placed.

N

A wall sign must not contain letters more t~ar eight (8") inches in heignt.

&. The background of the wall sig~ should nct exceed ten (10%X) percent of. the store front area.

~]

where tws or more businesses occuty one buiiding, the background color of the gradhics cof ea:h
business shall be the same, shape, size anc color. Variations may be permissable sublect tc
the Design Review Committee (Sectiorm 22-123.3).

8. A change of business name of any other item of information on an existing wall sigr cons?ti-
tutes a new Sign and requires a new permit,



Regulations Governing Projecting Signs:

1. A projecting sign mcans 8 sign any part of which extends more than ten (10") irches from the
buiiding to which 1t is attached.

2. A projecting sign must not exceed twelve ('2) square feet in area.
3, A prclecting sign must not extend mere than four feet from the building to which it is attaches,

4. The base of a projecting sign must not be [ess than ten (10') feet from the ground.

wn

Prc;ecting signs must not project from a building arn any angie other than ninety (90) deg-ees.

o

A projecting sigm must not extend below the base (ine cf ar adjoining canopy or marquee.

7. A change of business mame or any other item of information on an existing projectinmg sigr
constitutes a new Signm anc requires a permic.

Rezclations Geverning Ground Signs.

1. A ground sign is a sign supported permanently from the ground by one or more uprights or braces

secarate from the building. A Ground Sign will nct be permitted in the B, B-1 and B-2 Business

Districts uniess:

(a.) The activity is accessible by automobile anc has off-street parking on the premises; or:

(b.) The nea-est edge of the building or structure in which the activity is conducted is set beck
a8t least thirty-five (35') fee: from the edge of the street.

2. In A3citicn:

(2.) A buiiding m.s2 nct dispiay mc-e thar one §rzund sign on the premises,
(£.) A grounc sig~ must be pilacec a: least five (5') feet from ary street line.
(c.) A ground sigm must nct exzceed fifteen (15) sguare feet in area.

(d.) The top of a ground sign must be no mcre thar ten (10') feet above the ground on which
it stancs.

(e.) No letter may exceec e‘ght (8") inches ir height,

(¢.) A change cf business comstitutles a new Sigr anc reguires a permit.

Regulations Governing Awnings, Canccies and Marguees.

1. Ko person may sffix an awning, Canopy or Marcuee in any public place without the approval of
the 2oning Cfficial,



2: Awnings:

(a.) An awning is 8 permanent or retracting overhead shelter that projects from the face cf the

building by fixed or retractabie bracketls.

(b.) Retractatle Awnings: There shall be a minimum clearance of seven (7') from the sidewalk to

.

he lowest part of the framework or any fixed portion of any retractable awning, except that
the bcitom of the valence of canvas awnings shali have a minimum clearance of 6 feet §
inches above the sidewalk. Retractable awnings shall be securely fastened to the building
and shall not extend closer than 12 inches in from the curb line. Retractable awnings shatt
be eguipped with a mechanism o device for raising and holding the awning in a retracted or
cicsed pcsition against the faze of the building. (BOCA Code 510.2)

(¢c.) Fixed or Permanent Awnings: The clearance from the sidewalk *o the lowest part of any fixed
or pe~manent awning sha!l be the same as in Section 22-119.4d2 for retractabie awnings.
Fixed or permarent aw~rings instalied above the first story shall not project more thar four
(&) feet. (BCSCA Cocde 5:0.3)

3. CLancrres:

(a.) A cancpy is a permanent metal framework supported by the building facade at one end and by
metal sianchions at the other, with an approved covering attached to the framework.

(c.) Cancnies: Canopies shali be comsiructed of a metal framewosrk with an approved covering, and
shall be attached to the building at the inner end and supported at the outer end by no more
tharn two stanchions with braces anchored in an approved manner anc placed not less than two
(2') from the curb line. The hcrizontal portion of the framework shall be not less than
eight (8') feet nore more than twelve (12!) above the sidewalk and the clearance between the
covering or valence and the sidewalk shail be not less than seven (7') feet. (BOCA Code 510.4)

4. Design and Corstruction: Fixed Awnings, Cancpies and similar structures shall be designed and
constructesd to withstand wind o= other lateral loads and love loads as required by the BOCA
Code with cdue aliowance for shape, open construction and similar features that relieve the
presscres or loads. St-uctural membe~s shall be protected teo prevent deterioration. (BOCA Code 5°3.63
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(a.) A Marguee is a permanent overheacd shelter that projects from the face of the building, which
is constructed of pe~manent building materials and is supported by hangers from the building facade.

~
63
~

The horizontal clearance betweer a marauee and the curb Line shall be not less than twd (2')
feet. A ma-quee projecting more thar twe-thirds of the distance from the property line to the
curk line shall be nct less than ten (1C') feet above the ground or pavement below. (BOZA Code 5I7.°0

(c.) The maximur heignt or thickmness a‘ a marguee measured vertical!ly from its lowest to its high
est pcint sha!l not exceed tws (Z2') fee! whern the marguee projects more than two-thirds of
the distance from the prope~ty line to the curb lime, and shall not exceed three (3') fee:
wher the marquee is less thar two-thirds from the distance from the property line to the curb
Line. (BOCA Coge 507.10.2)

(c.) Construction: A marquee shall be supported entirely from the building anc be constructecd of

10
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noncombustible materials. Marquees shall be constructed and designed to withstand wind and

other lateral [ocads and {ive loads as required by the BOCA Code, Section 11. Structural mem
bers shall be protected to prevent deterioration. (BOCA Code 507.10.5;

Reguiations governing Awning, Canopy and Marquee Signs:

1. Arn Awning, Cancpy or Marguee sign means 2 sign attached tc a permanent or retracting cverhead

shelter that projects from the face of the buiiding.

2. An Awning, Ca~opy or Marguee must nct dispiay any graphic other than the name of the business,

the (ogs and the street number,
3. The lettering must nct exceed eight (8") inches in height.
4. Lettering on sleeves, skirts and bands mus?t not exceed four (4") in height.

5. All Awnings, Canopies and Marauees attached to the same building must be the same shape and

color.

6. Canopies and Margquees are not permitted above the first floor of a building.

7. Any change to the existing Awning, Canopy or Marquee, but not including a change of color or
lettering te an existing awning, canopy or marquee, requires a permit. However, a change of

business name constitutes a mew sign and requires approvai of the Desigm Review Committee and
the 2oning Qfficer.

Regulations Governing Window Signs:

1. A Window Sign means a sign painted onto or otherwise attached to the inside or outside of a window.

2. Window Signs must nct exseed twenty five (25X) percent of the total area of the window or

G.2SS arez ©~ a2~y ¢3s”.

3. Letter height must nct exceed six (B") inches.

Regulations Governing Window Display Signs:
1. A window display sign means a sign located within a window display area but not attached to the
windcw O the structure ¢ the buiiding. A window disclay area means any area visible through

a window which is used fcr purposes of display, not advertising.

2. A wincdow display sign must not dispiay mo~e than ten (10) items of information anc shal! nct
exceec twemty five (285%) cf the tctal area of the window Or glass area or amy door.

3. The maximJ letter heigrt shai. nct exceed six (6) inches.

L. Price cargs must met exceec 3 inches x 5 inches in size.
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Regulations Governing Temporary Window Signs:

1. Temporary Signs must not be displayed for more.than thirty (30) days.

2. All temporary signs must conform to all requirements for permanent window sign reguirements.

3. Temporary signs must cover no more than twenty five (25X) percent of the total area of the
window or glass area or any door.

Rezulations Governing Postal Address Signs:

1. Each store within the B anc B2 Business Districts must display a postal address number on the

storefront doccr or awning.

2. Postal Address numbers must not be less than four (4") inches nor more than eight (8") in
height.

Regulations Governing Side anc Rear Yard Signage.

1. Whenever the side or rear ¢f a business or prcfessional structure adjoins a public parking
area, or a private parking arez intendecd for use of the structure in question, signs must be
placed or inscribed on the side or rear wal! or doors to identify the business in the structure.

2. Llettering must not exceed eight (8") inches.

3. Rear doors must identify the business mame of the business as well as display the postal ad-
cress nunter of the business.

RESULATIONS APPLICAS.E 70 SIGNS WITKIN THE B-3, B-& AND B-5 BUSINESS DISTRICT

Any sign permitted ir the B, B-1 and B-2 Business Districts is permitted in the B-3, B-4 and B-5
Businmess Districts.

Any sign prohibited in the B-1, B-2 and B-3 Busimess LCistricts is prohibited in the B-3, B-4 anc
£-5 Business Districts uniess specifically permittec by this Ordinance.

One (1) monilluninatec o ome (1) non-fiashing incirectly illuminated sign identifying each permit-
ted use in a principal building may be applied or attached to the front facade of that building.
Such signs shail not project mere than twelve (12) inches from the building facade nor extend above
the uppermost ecge of such facade. Roof-mounted signs are prohibited. Where 8 principsl building
fronts on more than one s:ireet, such signs may aisoc be placed on the facades facing such additional
streets. The total area of all signs placed on all facades of a building shall not exceed ten

rcent (10X) of the area of the front facade of the building ("front facade" being where the main
entrance is located,)

12



d. Free-standing business signs are permitted but only if erected on the same premises on which the
busimess to which they refer is conducted. Such signs shall conform to the following:

1. A free-standing sign is a sign supported permanently from the ground by one or more uprights or
braces separate from the building.

2. A free-standing sigr shail be suppcrted by frames or supports of permanent materials,
3. A free-standing sign skall be mot less than five (5') feet above the ground.
L. A free-standing sign sha!l not exceed beyonc the preperty line ancd shall be located nc closer

emar fifteen ('S') feet from e'the- side prope~ty tine. Such signs shall be located in the rea-

nei¢ of the recuired front ya~d setback.

wn

& free-grancding sign m2y be sincle or double sided.

&. The-e may be one (1) free-standing sign permitted in the (B-3, B-4 and B-5) districts for each
lot to identify the permittec use on the premises. Such sign may be illuminated by non-flashing
indirect lighting. The total area of any such sigr shall be in accordance with the foltiowing

schecule:
Schedule

reperty Max. Nc. of Max. Size Each Max., Height Each
Frontage Sign Locations Sign Sign

or - o9 1 32 sq. ft. 15' high
130 - 249 1 2 sg. fe. 18' high
25C' - 399! P4 80 s5. ft. 18' high
eaczh ascitiorme. 150 1 BZ s3. ft. 18" high

f. In the (B-3. B-4 anc B-5) c'stricts having walkways roofed over with a permanent rigid canopy or
othe- such structural device, the-e may be ome (1) illuminated or nonilluminated sign, perpendicu-
lar to the line of travel, for each structure or occupant in such shopping center hanging from the
u~der side of the cancpy and nct exceeding four square feet.

G. Irn ary area where 2 free-stancing sign is permittec tc be erected or to exist, all refuse and
papers shall be kept constantiy removed from the ground spaces at least five {5) feet in ail
directions arounc the sign, anc vegetatior shall be kep: trimmed so 8s not to exceed & height of

six (&) inches.

22-119.7 ILLUMINATION AND GLARE, Ail bare incandescent lamps shali be prohibited. All other illumination
must be aimed so that direct beams or glare are not directed towards the public right-of-way or

ac;acent buildings.



22-119.8 PROPER MAINTENANCE OF SIGNS.

a. All signs must be maintained in good repair. Specifically, No owner or occupant or premises on
which a sign is located may permit any type of deterioration, including the following conditions:

1. Chipped or peeling paint,
2. Tern paper or broken or damaged lettering or material of any kind.
3. iilegible material wheiner by reasor of fading, obliteration or any other concition.

“. A Cgi-ty, torn, broker - otherwise damaged awming, Cancpy Or matguee.

23-°79.5 NCNCONTORMING SIGNS:

a. Any sign which existed pricr to the effective date of this Ordinance and which does not comply
with the provisions of this Ordinance will be considered a nonconforming sign.

b. Noncornforming signs may be continued in use following the effective date of this ordinance, but
may not be enlarged, relocated nor increased in nonconformity.

c. 1f 2 nonconforming sigr is deemed damaged bacdly enmough to be beyond repair, it must not be rebuilt
or reconstructed or repaired except in conformity with the provisions of this Ordinance.

d. Any nonconforming sign must always comply with all appliceble provisions of the Uniform Construc-
tion Code and with the existing applicable provisions of the Property Maintenance Code of the
Borough of North Plainfield, and with all provisions of this ordinance pertaining to proper and
safe maintenance, operation anc abandonment procecures.

e. Failure to keep a noncznforming sign illuminated or in good repair for a period of one (1) year
shall raise a presuction cf absndonment, and such sign or appurtenance may not then be replaced
or reused and must be remevec.

f. Upon abandonment of a nonconferming sign by the existing owner or lessee, the sign must be remcved
within ninety (93) days by the lanclerd or tenant.
22-199.°C SIGNS WHICH DC NOT RECUIRE AN APPLICATION FOR AND APPROVAL OF A PERMIT:
3. Sut ect to all apoiicable restrictions listed beiow or anywhere else in this Ordimance, the fol
lowing signs may be erected on any premises within the Borough of Korth Plainfield without firse

ociaining a pe~mit:

1. One wall or ground sign nct exceecing ome (1) square foot in area stating oniy the mame c¢ the

occupant anc the street aocress cf the premises on which the sign is locatecd.

2. A sign not exceeding one (1) square foor in area designating or calling attention to & drive-
way entrance or exit.
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3. One sign not exceeding one (1) square foot in area designating a permitted accessory use in a
Residential District as defined in the Zoning Ordinance.

4. A temporary sign not exceeding thirty-two (32) square feet upon the premises of a church,
school, charitable or civic organization, for a period of not more than ninety (90) days.

S. A sign erected by a government agency.

6. Signs concerning pelitical candidates and public issues, mot in excess of twelve (12) scuare
feet, for a period not exceeding ninety (90) days.

7. & hoilicday or seasonal decoration or display containing no commercial advertising matter, fco- a

pe-iod of not mare than forty-five (45) days.

ACMINISTRATION. (NT CHANCE)

INVALIDITY, REPEALER, PASSAGE. (NO CHANGE)



