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August 15, 1974
To the Planning Board '

Borough of North Plainfield

We take pleasure in submitting this Master Plan, 1974, for the Borough of North Plainfield.
This document is the result of over two years of intensive study and investigation as well as
numerous conference meetings with the Planning Board, all with the intent of developing
guide lines for the future growth of the Borough. As a comprehensive revision study, this
report further indicates the Borough's recognition that municipal planning is a continuous
process and that local planning policy must be continually reviewed and up-dated to keep
pace with changing times and conditions.

Although North Plainfield is a built-up community with very little vacant land, there still
remains room for change and growth. Opportunities are available now and will become
available in the, future to-improve the quality of development and create improvements that
will be to the benefit of all Borough citizens. As a flexible guide, the Master Plan should
be instrumental in helping the Borough attain these objectives.

We take this opportunity to thank you for your patience and cooperation throughout the
preparation of this Master Plan and wish the Borough every success in its future planning
endeavors.

Very truly yours,

ROBERT CATLIN AND ASSOCIATES

RJO'G/y
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" INTRODUCTION

The objective of a Master Plan is to give direction to future development, direction
that will preserve the basic character of the community, as well as achieving a desirable
balance of land uses that will foster sound and economically beneficial growth. Such an
objective can only be attained by periodic review of planning policies and all factors
influencing development, including the ability of the municipality to provide essential
services and facilities, including basic utilities.

More than ten years have passed since North Plainfield's Master Plan was adopted.
Although the purpose of planning is to attempt to project a community's development
pattern for years into the future, only infrequently does a Master Plan realistically reflect
appropriate goals for an extended period of time. This fact is demonstrated by the many
changes that have taken place in North Plainfield over the past ten years, some of which
were not envisioned by the Master Plan.

As local needs and circumstances change, plans must be altered in order to
achieve practical and effective goals. The purpose of this Master Plan revision is to
reappraise the Borough's planning objectives in light of the changes that have occurred
since 1962 and give new direction to future growth with major emphasis on the following:

1. Sustaining the high quality residential areas of the Borough.

2. Fostering vital new commercial development, particularly in the Somerset
Street business area.

3. Establishing effective means to halt the spread:-of deterioration in older
neighborhoods and promoting desirable redevelopment of obsolete areas.



4. Making adequate provision for future community facility and service needs
including recreation, schools, municipal buildings and utilities.

5. Promoting planning pOllCleS that will help eliminate property damage from
' possible future flooding.

6. Providing means for the efficient movement of traffic.

This Master Plan revision does not represent the final picture of the Borough's
ultimate growth. Rather, it is just a step toward achieving desirable future development.
The Plan can be amended and periodic revisions will be necessary if North Plainfield is
to take the fullest advantage of planning techniques and opportunities that will produce
the greatest benefit for the entire community.

This report is presented in three parts to correspond with the three basic phases
in the process of developing a Master Plan. Part I consists of a summary of the background
elements essential to the planning process and for which detailed studies have previously
been made. These background elements include land use and development, physical
features, municipal economy and finance, traffic and circulation, community facilities
and services and the like. Also included is a population study.

Part II is devoted to the Master Plan proposals. The Plan is presented in three
parts; the Land Use Plan, the Street Plan and the Community Facilities Plan.

Part III concerns itself with implementation of the Plan including a program for future
capital improvements, continuing planning recommendations and other considerations
which are important to the attainment of the Borough's long range objectives.
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